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Thank you for your participation in our upcoming Youth Concert Series. We aim to make 
these performances as interesting and educational as possible and therefore are provid-
ing this information to help you prepare your students for the concert they will be hear-
ing. The information is designed to ensure that this concert experience is as educational 
and interesting as possible. Please feel free to duplicate any or all of these materials for 
handouts, study assignments or for any other purpose you feel will increase the enjoy-
ment of the concert for your students. 
 
This may be many of your students’ first trip to a concert hall, especially for a symphony 
orchestra performance. In order for everyone to have the best possible experience, you 
may want to let your students know what an important part their conduct plays in this, or 
any, performance. Here are some basic rules of audience behavior your students may 
find helpful.  

1. Being at a concert is not like being at a hockey game, although both can be very  
enjoyable. Please stay seated and quiet for the duration of the concert. 

2. Be respectful and considerate to others in the audience. Just because you may feel 
bored or fidgety, the people around you should still be allowed to listen to the concert 
without distractions. 

3. What constitutes a distraction? Lots of things – talking, crinkling paper, tapping your 
feet loudly, clapping when it’s not called for, cell phones ringing, moving around too 
much in your seat, eating, throwing things, etc. Just think about the things that bother 
you when you want to listen to something. Most likely these things will bother others 
as well. 

4. Enter the auditorium and walk to your seats in an orderly fashion. Running, pushing 
and purposely getting in the way of others is not only rude, but dangerous. 

5. At the end of each piece of music performed, you will have the opportunity to show 
the performers how much you enjoyed the music. Clap if you liked it, clap and stand if 
you really liked it, but reserve the shouting and whistling until you’re at that hockey 
game mentioned earlier. Never boo the orchestra. If you didn’t like the performance, 
just stay quiet. They’ll get the message. 

As another approach to the idea of proper behavior in a concert hall, the next page  
includes a series of short poems about concert manners. 
 

We are also including information about all the works that will be performed, the conduc-
tor, soloist and many musical instruments. The words to the Star Spangled Banner are 
included and we hope your students will sing along with the orchestra when this piece is 
performed.    

 

Enjoy the concert! 
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What’s the most exciting thing you could be when you grow up? A scientist? An actor? A 

firefighter? Maybe an athlete or an astronaut? 
 
Well, when David Daniels was just a kid like you, he thought the most exciting thing 

would be to be an orchestra conductor. He still thinks so, and he’s been doing it for over 40 
years!  

 
Oh, he did think about a few other things from time to time—an archaeologist, an inven-

tor, maybe even President of the United States—but he kept coming back to the idea of  
being an orchestra conductor.  

 
It took a long time. He had to learn to read music, and to play the piano, plus several 

other instruments. He had to learn a lot of history and study languages, like Latin, German, 
French and Italian. He didn’t get an orchestra to conduct until he was 30 years old—and by 
then he’d been waiting for at least 20 years! Ten years later, age 40, he began conducting 
the Warren Symphony.  

 
He says it was worth the wait, however. After all these years, when he hears an orches-

tra tuning up, and knows that in a few minutes he will start conducting a rehearsal or a con-
cert, it’s just as exciting as he thought it would be when he was a kid. But this is his last sea-
son with the Warren Symphony: at the age of 76, he’s retiring from conducting. He's enjoyed 
bringing orchestra music to youngsters like you for some four decades. 

 
Lots of other careers take many years of preparation and learning, so it’s a good idea to 

find something you really love! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Warren Symphony has been playing concerts for kids and adults for 37 years. The 
musicians come from all over this part of Michigan—and even from northern Ohio and from 
Canada across the river—to play these concerts for you and thousands of other kids. They hope 
you’ll enjoy the concert! 
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PROGRAM 
 
 

NATIONAL ANTHEM                                                             John Stafford Smith (music) 
Audience Sing-Along                                                               Francis Scott Key (words) 
 
NATIONAL EMBLEM MARCH                                                                           E.E. Bagley 
 
DEMONSTRATION OF INSTRUMENTS, part 1                    Members of the Orchestra 
 
THE BLUE DANUBE WALTZ                                                               Johann Strauss, Jr. 
 
INSTRUMENT DEMO, part 2                                                    Members of the Orchestra 
 
SMUGGLERS' MARCH (Marche des Contrabandiers from Carmen)                 Georges Bizet 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Piano Concerto No.1, first movement                                                           Robert Muczynski 

Elizabeth Xiong, piano 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
RUSSIAN DANCE, from The Nutcracker                                              Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
 
INSTRUMENT DEMO, part 3                                                    Members of the Orchestra 
 
RADETZKY MARCH                                                                                  Johann Strauss, Sr.  
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Spangled Banner. The words are provided below, and it would be great if all your students 
could learn them by heart and sing along with the orchestra and other students. If they don’t 
know the words, we encourage them all to clap along! 

 
To make the text of the song a little easier for your students to understand, here’s a brief 

history to put the words in perspective. 
 
The words to The Star Spangled Banner were written in Baltimore, Maryland 1814 during 

the War of 1812 by the American attorney and poet Francis Scott Key. Key was being held 
on a ship from where he could see the British and Americans battling for the possession of 
Fort McHenry. As the battle raged, the combination of a very dark night and air thick with 
cannon smoke made it impossible for Key to see the Fort. But by dawn the following  
morning, the air had cleared enough for Key to see the American flag still flying over Fort 
McHenry, which he knew meant the Americans had defeated the British. Francis Scott Key 
was so moved by the sight of the flag, he immediately wrote down his thoughts, which  
became the first verse of this famous song. 

 
Francis Scott Key finished the other verses as soon as he got back home, and the entire 

Spangled Banner soon was set to the music of a popular song. It wasn’t until March 3, 1931 
that an act of Congress finally and officially made it our National Anthem. 
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Oh say can you see, by the dawn’s early light 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming? 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight 
O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming. 
 
And the rockets red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 
Oh, say does that Star Spangled Banner yet wave, 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

5 
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Everybody loves marches  and dances . Why is this? Maybe it's because in one way or 

another, they make you want to move — whether it's swaying back and forth, jumping up 
and down or walking briskly with a group — it's that human desire to move with the music 
that make marches and dances work. 

 
And how do they do it? Both marches  and dances  have the same secret: a repetitive 

rhythm. That's one thing you'll notice about each piece on this concert: a strong rhythm that 
repeats over and over.  
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by 
 

E.E. Bagley 
1857-1922 

 
This piece is said to be the second-best-known march (at least in the United States) 

ever written. The reason for its popularity is easy to spot right away; one of the first tunes in 
this march is taken over from the opening part of The Star-Spangled Banner. That's what 
Bagley meant when he called it National Emblem, because our country's flag, the "Star-
Spangled Banner" with its 50 stars and 13 stripes, is an emblem of our country. What other 
emblems can you think of? Is there an emblem for hospitals? For the Navy? Maybe your 
school has an emblem or mascot. 

 
If you want to know how a march is put together: Marches like this one usually have 

several sections, called "strains" by musicians. The "first strain" of National Emblem is the 
part that uses the tune of The Star-Spangled Banner. After two or three stirring "strains," the 
march usually has a quieter section with a new tune; this is called the "trio" for some reason. 
This quiet "trio" is followed by a noisy interruption, called the "breakup strain" or sometimes 
"the dogfight." Then a more noble and grand strain will bring the march to a conclusion.  
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by 
 

Johann Strauss, Jr. 
1825-1899 

 
There were a lot of composers named Strauss (pronounced shtrowss though there 

is no "H" in his name. German names and words that begin with "st" are pronounced with 
the "sht" sound). Quite a few of these Strauss composers — but not all — were related. 
Johann Jr. is the most famous. He wrote so many waltzes that he was known as the 
"Waltz King." His father, Johann Strauss Sr., was also a composer, as were his brothers 
Josef and Eduard. 

 
The Danube River, for which this waltz is named, is one of the two largest in Europe: 

1,750 miles long, which is not as long as the Mississippi River in the United States, but 
still is pretty long. It starts in the Black Forest of Germany and flows through, or on the 
border of, the countries of Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Moldova, Serbia, Romania,  
Bulgaria, Croatia and Ukraine! It finally empties into the Black Sea, having come all the 
way across Europe. Perhaps you can find the Danube on a map. 
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by 
 

Georges Bizet 
(1838-1875) 

 
"Smuggle" is to sell goods illegally — goods that have probably been stolen. 

"Smugglers" are criminals that have to sneak around at night so they won't get caught. 
The smugglers play an important part in Georges Bizet's opera Carmen.  

 
If you were going to smuggle something across a border you would be very quiet 

and cautious and that's the way this march sounds. You can almost see the smugglers 
looking back over their shoulders to make sure no one is after them! 
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by 
 

Robert Muczynski 
born 1929 

 
Robert Muczynski is an American composer whose parents came from Poland. He 

grew up in Chicago and, during his long life, taught at many colleges and universities, most 
recently at the University of Arizona.  
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by 
 

Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
1840-1893 

 
The Nutcracker is one of the most famous ballets in the world and, because its story 

takes place on Christmas Eve, it is often performed around Christmas time. You will have 
many chances every year to see it in our own area. 

 
This dance really starts with a bang! Imagine a male dancer hurtling onto the stage 

and doing all sorts of athletic tricks. And it's over almost before you know it. 
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by 
 

Johann Strauss, Sr. 
1804-1849 

 
Yep, you guessed it! Remember that Blue Danube Waltz by Johann Strauss Junior ? 

Well this march is by his dad, Johann Strauss Senior . There's a tradition that this favorite 
march is played on New Year's Day every single year in Vienna, the capital of Austria. 

 
There's another tradition that the audience claps along with the rhythm in just certain 

places in this march. Sometimes they are supposed to clap loudly, and sometimes softly 
and sometimes not at all! If you had grown up in Vienna, you would probably know just 
when to clap and how loudly. But we'll work that all out with the conductor at the concert. 
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Elizabeth Xiong, piano 
 
Elizabeth Xiong (pronounced "shee-ong" but in one syllable) lives in Rochester Hills, 

Michigan. She has been playing the piano since she was 4 years old (she's now 12). Her 
piano teacher is Catherine Rollin, who is also a composer. 

 
Elizabeth is in 7th grade at Hart Middle School. She has been a winner in several  

important competitions, including the Chinese Cultural Competition. We welcome her to play 
the first movement of the Robert Muczynski Piano Concerto No.1 with the Warren  
Symphony. 

9 
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All of the instruments in the string family are made of many pieces of wood 
which are glued together. The body of the instrument is hollow. Strings made 
out of nylon, steel or animal gut are wrapped around pegs  at one end of the 
instrument and attached to a tailpiece at the other. These strings are stretched 
tightly across the bridge and tuned to different pitches. To produce more 
pitches, a player puts their fingers down on different parts of the string. A 
smooth sound is produced when the strings on the instrument are bowed ; a 
percussive sound is made when the string is plucked . 
 

 
 
 
  

The violin is the smallest instrument in the string family and  
produces the highest pitches. In order to play it, a musician holds 
the violin under their chin. 

The viola is played the same way as the violin, but is 
larger and produces a deeper tone. 

The cello has a rich, deep tone due to its larger size. This  
instrument is played while seated, and has an endpin on the  
bottom for support. 

The double bass is the largest and lowest sounding in the 
string family. The bass is 6 feet tall, so the musician stands 
or sits on a high stool in order to play it. 

11 
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The following instruments are called “woodwinds” because they all used to be 
made of wood and a player must blow air, or wind, through them to produce a 
sound. The air is either blown across the top of the instrument, through a single 
reed or through a double reed . The pitch can be changed on all of these  
instruments by covering and uncovering a series of holes to alter the path of air.  
Read the descriptions below to learn how each instrument is played. 

 
 
 

The Flute is a hollow tube with rows of holes and keys on one 
side that help change the pitch. To produce a sound, a musician 
holds the instrument horizontally and blows across a small hole 
in the mouthpiece. The Flute was originally made of wood, but 
today is made of silver or gold. The Piccolo is similar to the flute, 
only much smaller and higher in pitch. 

The Clarinet is played by blowing air between the mouth-
piece and a single reed  which is made from a thin slice of 
wood. The reed vibrates to make a sound. To change the 
pitch, the player presses keys on the clarinet which open 
and close holes  on the instrument. 

The Oboe is played by blowing air through a double reed , 
which is similar to two very thin pieces of wood tied together. 
When a player blows into the double reed, it vibrates the air, 
producing an exotic, lyrical tone. The English horn is similar 
to an oboe, but has a lower, darker sound.   

The Bassoon is also played by blowing air through a  
double reed . It has a deep tone, and can produce very 
low pitches. 

12 
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Brass instruments are simply long metal tubes curled into various shapes. 
Each is played by blowing air through a metal mouthpiece . The player shapes 
their lips on the mouthpiece in different ways to change the pitch. Pitch is also 
changed by opening and closing valves with buttons on the instrument or  
moving the slide on the trombone.   
 
 

The Trumpet is the smallest brass instrument.   
It’s 8 foot tube produces a bright, high sound. 

The French Horn has a 16 foot tube which is curled 
into a circle only one foot wide.  It has a mellow sound 
and can play both high and low notes. 

The Trombone is the only brass instrument with a slide. 
The musician produces different notes by sliding the  
U-shaped tube in and out from the body of the instrument. 

The Tuba is the biggest brass instrument. It’s made from 
35 feet of coiled tubing, and produces the lowest pitches 
of all the instruments in the brass family. 

13 
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There are many different kinds of percussion instruments, and they make a wide  
variety of sounds. There are instruments that recreate the sound of wind, cannons,  
galloping horses, clocks, and almost any other sound you can imagine. There’s even 
a special instrument that sounds like rain! In fact, there are so many members of this 
family that it would be hard to list them all here. As an introduction to this diverse 
group of instruments, here’s some information on the most basic and familiar ones. 
 

Almost everyone can recognize a drum when 
they see one. All drums consist of a head (made 
from calfskin or plastic) stretched over one of 
many types of bases. But did you know there are 
different kinds of drums? The Timpani has a 
metal base that is shaped like a big kettle. These 
drums come in different sizes, and can be tuned 
to different pitches by increasing or decreasing 
the tension on the head with a pedal on the 
drum’s base. Most drums can only play one pitch 
though, like the Bass Drum, Tom-toms  and 
Bongos . The Snare Drum  can also only play 
one pitch, but unlike the other drums, has a head 
stretched across both the top and bottom of the 
drum base. Several strands of metal or gut are 
stretched across the bottom head which vibrate 
and make a buzzy sound when the drum is 
struck. 

Many of you may be familiar with the following instruments, and may have even 
played one of them a few times. The Tambourine makes a jingly sound when 
shaken; when you shake Maracas , they sound like big hollow wooden rattles.  
Triangles come in many different sizes – the bigger the triangle, the lower the pitch. 
All triangles are struck with a metal stick that makes them vibrate and creates a  
silvery sound. Cymbals can be clashed together for a big “splash” sound, or  
individually struck with a mallet or stick for a shimmery sound. 

14 



These next two instruments are in a family of their 
own. The Piano and the Harp both produce sound 
from strings stretched across a wooden frame and 
can sound both melodic and percussive. The strings 
are all different lengths in order to produce a wide 
range of pitches. The longer and thicker the string, 
the lower the pitch. To play a piano, a musician 
presses down different keys on a keyboard that  
correspond with specific pitches. When the key is 
pressed a small felt tipped hammer hits a string  
inside the instrument and a tone is produced. The 
pedals on a piano affect only the tone of the  
instrument, not the pitch.  
The Harp, on the other hand, has pedals that alter 
the pitch of the strings. Sound is produced and the 
tone altered only by the touch of the player, who 
plucks the strings with their fingers in different ways 
to change the character of the music they are playing. 
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Some percussion instruments are arranged like a piano keyboard and can play  
different pitches. You can even play melodies on many of them. The Marimba and  
Xylophone have keyboards made of wood, while the Vibraphone and Glockenspiel 
are made of metal. Chimes are very special metal tubes tuned to different pitches. 
When a musician strikes a chime near the top with a rawhide mallet, a sound similar 
to church bells is produced. 

15 
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            Warren Symphony Youth Concert  
               4504 E. Nine Mile Road 
                    Warren, MI  48091 
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